OPPORTUNISM AND THE COLLAPSE OF THE SECOND INTERNATIONAL
Has the Second! International really ceased to exist? Its most authoritative representatives, like Kautsky and Van-dervelde, stubbornly deny it. Their point of view is: nothing has happened except a rupture of relations; everything is as it should be.
To get to the truth of the matter, we will turn to the Manifesto of the Basle Congress of 1912, which applies precisely to the presenit imperialist World War and was accepted by all the socialist parties of the world. It shooiild be noted that not a single Socialist will dare, in theory, to deny the necessity of giving a concrete, (historical appraisal of every war.
Now that war has broken out, neither the avowed opportunists nor the Kautskyites dare repudiate the Basle Manifesto or compare the conduct of the socialist parties during the war with the demands contained in it. Why? Because the Manifesto completely exposes both.
There is not a single word in the Basle Manifesto about the defence of the fatherland, or about the difference between a war of aggression and a war of defenice, nor a single word about all that which the opportunists and Kauftskyites* of Germany and of the Quadruple Entente
* This refers not to the personalities of Kautsky's followers in Germany, but to the international type of pseudo Marxist who vacillates between opportunism and radicalism, but in reality serves only as a fig leaf for opportunism.